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THE TEAM  

 
 
This piece takes a look at the lead-up to the Delano Grape Strike, 
through the perspectives of Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, and 
Larry Itliong, three people who challenged each other to their 
limits, but ultimately changed the world. In the spirit of these 
contrasting voices, each character is written by a different 
playwright. Not an attempt to capture the biographies or 
histories of these three icons of the farmworkers movement, 
this piece grabs shards of their legacies and opens them up 
like a collective archive of our past and present. This audio 
piece is a collage of responses to Delano, California. The 
piece goes inside of Delano—the heart of the movement— and 
where the effects of the farmworkers’ fight lives in our 
memories and today. The production features Ramirez, Lo, 
and Aguirre, along with Dani Cervantes, Mike Sagun, and 
Kaylamay Paz Suarez, visual design by Kristoffer Barrera. 
 
For the artists creating MORE THAN GRAPES, there has been the 
opportunity to enter the psyche of activists and revolutionaries 
aligned with their own identities. Visual designer and T1 company 
member Kristoffer Barrera writes:  
 
“I knew nothing of Filipino American history until I slipped into 
an upper class FilAm History class as a freshman at UC Berkeley. 
The professor said I don't know how you got into this class but you 
are welcome. I ended up failing because I lost my 15-page research 
paper to a corrupted floppy disk, 3.5 inch and was unable to turn it 
in on time. The professor let me audit the next semester and redo 
my research paper to change my grade.  So I took the class twice! I 
learned so much taking that FilAm history class. Working on this 
project reinforced the pride I had regarding Pilipino American 
contributions to this country. It also inspires me to be more active 
as an educator of this history.” 



THE LEADERS 
Dolores Huerta 

 
Via the Dolores Huerta Foundation: 

“Dolores Huerta is a labor leader and community organizer. She 
has worked for civil rights and social justice for over 50 years. In 
1962, Dolores Huerta, Cesar Chavez and founded the United Farm 
Workers union. She served as Vice President and played a critical 
role in many of the union’s accomplishments for four decades. She 
was the first Latina inducted into the National Women’s Hall of 
Fame, in 1993. In 2002, she received the Puffin/Nation $100,000 
prize for Creative Citizenship which she used to establish the 
Dolores Huerta Foundation (DHF). She has received numerous 
awards: among them The Eleanor Roosevelt Humans Rights Award 
from President Clinton in 1998. In 2012 President Obama bestowed 
Dolores with The Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest 
civilian honor in the United States.” 
 
Learn more about Dolores and the how her legacy continues at 
https://doloreshuerta.org 
https://www.womenofthehall.org/inductee/dolores-huerta/ 



Larry Itliong 

 
Via the Smithsonian Magazine:  

“Larry Itliong immigrated to the United States in 1929 when he was 
15 years old and immediately began working as a farm laborer and 
in the salmon canneries of Alaska. His heart was set on becoming 
an attorney and seeking justice for the poor. But the poverty he 
lived through and violent racism he and Filipinos encountered all 
but barred him from getting the education he initially sought. He 
never became an attorney, but he became a storied Filipino-
American labor leader and organizer, leading labor organizations 
in Alaska and throughout the West Coast.” In California, Larry 
Itliong Day is October 25, honoring his birthday and his 
commitment to the movement.  

Learn more about Larry Itliong’s legacy at 
https://www.seiu1000.org/notification/larry-itliong-legacy-
leadership 

http://96957318.weebly.com/preserving-the-legacy.html 



Cesar Chavez 

 
Via the Cesar Chavez Foundation:  
 
“Cesar Chavez was a civil rights, Latino and farm labor leader; a 
genuinely religious and spiritual figure; a community organizer and 
social entrepreneur; a champion of militant nonviolent social change; 
and a crusader for the environment and consumer rights. 
A first-generation American, he was born on March 31, 1927 near his 
family’s small homestead outside Yuma, Arizona. At age 11, his family 
lost their farm during the Great Depression and became migrant farm 
workers. Cesar finished his formal education after the eighth grade 
and worked the fields full-time to help support his family. Throughout 
his youth and into adulthood, Cesar traveled the migrant streams 
throughout California laboring in the fields, orchards and vineyards 
where he was exposed to the hardships and injustices of farm worker 
life.” 

Learn more about Cesar Chavez’s legacy and the continuation of his 
work at www.chavezfoundation.org 

https://www.history.com/news/chavez-itliong-delano-grape-strike 



THE LEGACY CONTINUES 
 

 
 

https://ufw.org 
 

It has been a little over 50 years since Delano grape strike and 
walkouts, and the legacy of this movement continues as farm 
workers continue to organize and negotiate with UFW.  
 

From their website: 
UFW: Working for a safe and just food supply 

 
“Begun in 1962 by Cesar Chavez, Dolores Huerta, Gilbert Padilla and 
other early organizers, the United Farm Workers of America is the 
nation’s first enduring and largest farm workers union. The UFW 
continues organizing in major agricultural sectors, chiefly in 
California. Recent years have witnessed dozens of UFW union contract 
victories protecting thousands of farm workers, among them 
agreements with the some of the largest berry, winery, tomato, dairy 
and mushroom companies in California and the nation. More than 75 
percent of California’s fresh mushroom industry is now under union 
contract. Many recent UFW-sponsored laws and regulations protect all 
farm workers in California, especially those at non-union ranches. 
They include the first state standards in the U.S. to prevent further 
deaths and illnesses from extreme heat and in 2016 the first law in the 
country providing farm workers in California with overtime pay after 
eight hours a day. The UFW continues to actively champion legislative 
and regulatory reforms for farm workers covering issues such as 
worker protections, pesticides and immigration reform.” 



THEATREFIRST: WHO WE ARE  
 
Though our online community is global, we here at TheatreFIRST 
want to first acknowledge that our current physical address sits on 
stolen Chochenyo Ohlone land. Further, we acknowledge this 
country’s wealth and assets were built by the enslavement of black 
and brown bodies, the theft of Indigenous land, and that the core 
tenets of that enslavement and theft continue to oppress our Black, 
Brown and Indigenous communities to this day. Reparations are 
past due. May we all push for a world that returns these lands to 
their rightful owners, and to this end, we demand a redistribution 
of the global economies that brings restorative justice and provides 
equitable resources to all. 
  
Leading with mandates of a minimum two-thirds people of color, 
half female-identified, and one-third LGBTQIA2+ in all aspects of 
infrastructure and production, our voices explore and exhibit the 
promise of representation. We challenge traditional constructs at 
every stage of theatre’s world-building process because of our deep, 
circular belief that progressive action will lead us to the unheard 
stories we’ve longed to speak and hear, and that those stories will 
navigate us towards the best version of ourselves in community. 

 
 



THANK YOU 
 

Dearest viewer,  

 

I want to thank you from the bottom of my heart for being in community with 

us and joining us on this journey. There is so much change to be in made in 

the world, and so much becomes possible when we are able to unite. There is 

fire in the work we do, fueled by our determination and commitment to 

fighting for the world we want to live in. And sometimes, that fight can be as 

simple as casting aside brown girl trauma tropes, and writing a play about 

two young people of color who revel in the beauty of food. And sometimes that 

fight can be seen through the eyes of revolutionaries who came before us, 

who still don’t have the widespread recognition they deserve. And sometimes 

that fight can be an intimate examination of the ways in which we perform 

our identities and the power of leaning into that which we hold as our true 

selves. Whatever your fight is, we are here to support you as you are 

supporting us. We are so excited that no matter where you are or what your 

fight is, we all are headed into the future together.  

 

With love, gratitude, and well wishes, 

Kimiya Shokri, and the T1 Collective  

 

 

 

 
 

 


